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Medicare provides special coverage for persons with end-stage renal disease (ESRD.)  Eligibility for 
Medicare benefits based on ESRD works differently than other types of Medicare eligibility – individuals 
who meet other eligibility requirements can sign up when diagnosed with ESRD, regardless of age.  There 
is a coordination of benefits period of 30 months for beneficiaries who qualify for Medicare based on 
ESRD and who also have group health coverage – the group health coverage is primary during the 30-
month waiting period.  After 30 months, Medicare ESRD coverage becomes primary.  Consequently, many 
patients with ESRD are Medicare beneficiaries.    

One of the most common services that ESRD beneficiaries may require is dialysis.  The two most common 
types of dialysis are hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis: 

• Hemodialysis – ongoing dialysis (3 to 5 times a week) that cleans the blood, usually provided at an 
outpatient ESRD dialysis center. Hemodialysis patients typically have an access port in the arm. 

• Peritoneal dialysis -- ongoing daily dialysis that collects waste from the blood by washing the empty 
space in the abdomen (peritoneal cavity). It can be done in the home setting, or within a facility in the 
outpatient or inpatient setting. The peritoneal dialysis access port is in the abdomen. 

Coding for outpatient dialysis at a non-ESRD facility differs depending on the beneficiary’s coverage (ESRD 
or non-ESRD), eligibility for Part A or Part B Only, and the type of dialysis service provided.  

ESRD Beneficiaries -- Medicare covers routine dialysis treatments for an ESRD beneficiary only when 
furnished in an ESRD-certified facility.  However, Medicare will cover emergency dialysis treatments in an 
outpatient department of a hospital, and dialysis services performed for ESRD beneficiaries during an 
acute inpatient hospital stay. 

Non-ESRD beneficiaries are not ESRD patients, but may require dialysis to treat a non-ESRD condition.   
Medicare covers outpatient dialysis performed for a non-ESRD beneficiary at a non-ESRD facility. 

The following table illustrates the three HCPCS codes which represent dialysis procedures performed in a 
non-ESRD outpatient hospital facility setting:   

Beneficiary 
Coverage 

Hospital 
Status / Type 

of Bill 
Type of Dialysis 
Service HCPCS/CPT® 

ESRD 
Outpatient 

13X  
CAH 85X 

Hemodialysis 
G0257 - Unscheduled or emergency dialysis treatment 
for an ESRD patient in a hospital outpatient 
department that is not certified as an ESRD facility 

Part B-Only 
(Non-ESRD)  

Inpatient  
12X  

Hemodialysis 
90935 - hemodialysis procedure with single evaluation 
by a physician or other qualified health care 
professional Non ESRD 

Outpatient 

Outpatient 
13X 

CAH 85X 

Part B Only 
(Non-ESRD) 

Outpatient 
13X 

CAH 85x 
Inpatient 12X 

Dialysis other than 
hemodialysis (e.g., 
peritoneal dialysis, 
hemofiltration, etc.)  

90945 - Dialysis procedure other than hemodialysis (eg, 
peritoneal dialysis, hemofiltration, or other continuous 
renal replacement therapies), with single evaluation by 
a physician or other qualified health care professional 
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Links and excerpts from the Medicare Claims Processing manual are provided below: 

https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/Downloads/clm104c04.pdf 

 

   
 

https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/Downloads/clm104c04.pdf
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http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/Downloads/clm104c08.pdf# 
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