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75% 

AVERAGE CASH 
COLLECTION 

RATE FOR 
SUPER AGED 
INSURANCE 

A/R

25% 

CYCLE TIME 
IMPROVEMENT

30% 

INCREASE IN 
COLLECTIONS. 
IN SOME CASES 

UP TO 100% 
OR MORE



4

PARA Weekly eJournal: February 9, 2022

whatever your revenue goals are, ParaRev and its 

comprehensive suite of services is perfectly posit ioned 

to provide simple solutions to complex problems.
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REVENUE 
CAPTURE

Take  back cont r ol  of  your  account s r eceivabl e and  zer o  bal ance 

denial s management  wit h assistance f r om  Par aRev.  Whet her  

you?r e  l ooking f or  shor t  t er m  hel p or  a l ong t er m  par t ner ship 

Par aRev  wil l   impr ove your   cashf l ow  and r educe your  denial s.
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https://www.pararevenue.com/category/services/
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Pr ot ect  your  f r ont - end r evenue  cycl e wit h  Par aRev.   Fr om 

cont r act  analysis t o  pr icing t r anspar ency and mor e,  Par aRev 

wil l  assist  you  in  ensur ing you?r e maximizing pr of it s whil e 

minimizing  pat ient   dissat isfact ion.

REVENUE 
INTEGRITY
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https://www.pararevenue.com/category/services/
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Stay on t op of  t he l at est   r evenue  t echnol ogy and maximize your  

t eam?s per f or mance  wit h  Par aRev'S   r evenue  cycl e t ool s.  Fr om 

innovat ive, denial  guidance  sof t war e t o  pr ice  t r anspar ency t ool s 

t hat  connect s your  pat ient s t o t he answer s t hey want ,  

Par aRev  has you cover ed.

REVENUE 
TECHNOLOGY
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https://www.pararevenue.com/category/services/
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Q. In order to comply with payer restrictions on locations and if a provider is willing to take 

lower reimbursement, how/could a provider billing as an ASC, rather than hospital outpatient? 
For example, a providers says they'll only cover a service if it 's done as an ASC, rather than 
hospital outpatient. Is there a way to leverage our current ORs vs literally building an ASC that 's 
attached to our hospital? Looking for direction and/or references on if there's a way to 
accomplish this.

A.  An ASC is a specific type of healthcare facility; it must meet state licensure requirements as 

an ASC and it must be enrolled with Medicare and other payors as an ASC to be eligible for 
payment as an ASC.  ASCs report services on a professional fee claim form, the CMS1500/837i.

Some hospitals operate off-campus outpatient departments that look like an ASC, but the claims 
are still produced on a UB04.  Some hospitals have entered into joint ventures with community 
physicians to operate an ASC.

It might be possible to negotiate a contract with a commercial payor that enables patients to 
access all ASC-limited services at the hospital.  However, the payor would likely stipulate that 
reimbursement for such services would be at ASC rates, which are typically much lower than 
outpatient hospital reimbursement.

For example, Medicare will reimburse an OPPS hospital the allowable of $810 for a colonoscopy, 
CPT® 45378; the same procedure in an ASC would be paid at $426.03 in 2022.

ASC BILLING OPPORTUNITIES 
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ASC BILLING OPPORTUNITIES 
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Q. I read your paper entitled "Emergency Department Charge Process", dated April 2016. On 

the top of page 2, the CMS FAQ section is what I have a question on. In regards to the scenario 
here; patient saw "Nurse First", then triaged. A nurse practitioner then ordered x-ray and EKG. 
patient then LWBS. We charged 99281 for this visit. Even through the patient did not see a 
physician face to face, is charging 99281 appropriate? In reviewing the CMS FAQ and verbiage 
stating "incident to", I think it 's appropriate as long as the NP documented the reason for the 
x-ray and EKG. Is this appropriate? And what if there is no NP documentation and the order was 
based on review of Nurse First and Triage notes? Would 99281 still be appropriate?

A.  A provider (physician or mid-level) must have a face-to-face encounter with a patient and 

document a brief note before the facility can generate an ED E/M level charge. Billing for an ED 
E/M level is not appropriate even when applying the ?incident to? scenario as this is not 
permitted in a hospital outpatient department. Medicare clarified in an August 2016 MedLearn 
article that to qualify as ?incident to,? services must be part of your patient?s normal course of 
treatment, during which a physician personally performed an initial service and remains actively 
involved in the course of treatment.

In 2011 OPPS, CMS restated its position on "triage-only" visits confirming that it does not specify 
the type of staff who may provide services.  "A hospital may bill a visit code based on the 
hospital's own coding guidelines which must reasonably relate the intensity of hospital resources 
to different levels of HCPCS codes.  Services furnished must be medically necessary and 
documented.

?Triage is considered a required screening service and the facility could report a low-level E/M for 
the triage. However , in 2012 CMS indicated in a Facility FAQ, that hospital outpatienttherapeutic 
services and supplies (including visits) must be furnished incident to a physician's service and 
under the order of a physician or other qualified practitioner.CMS stated that an ED visit would 
not be paid because the patient encounter did not meet the incident to requirement.  Services 
provided by a nurse in response to a standing order also do not satisfy this requirement.

ED LEVEL FOR LWBS
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Microsoft Word - Emergency - Charge Process -April 2016 Update (para-hcfs.com)

PARAREV has another paper that shares the MLN in which Medicare clarifies the ?incident to? 
billing guidelines.

Incident_to_Billing_in_Clinic_and_Hospital_Settings_edited.pdf (para-hcfs.com)

When a facility has developed and approved ?standards of care? (e.g., Labs, Imaging, EKG) based 
on presenting symptoms, nurses can initiate these standing orders before a patient is seen by a 
provider. Based on FAQ2297, the charges for these services can be billed even if the patient 
leaves without being seen by a provider. The financial benefit of billing for these ancillary 
services must be weighed against the potential customer service complaints your facility may 
receive from a patient who is already unsatisfied. To be consistent in billing practices, facilit ies 
should adopt a policy which sets standards for patient charges when they leave without being 
seen.  Even if you don't charge for the service, it is beneficial to assign a zero-dollar charge code 
for patients who leave without being seen. This will reconcile the ED log and is also helpful for 
tracking ED statistics and performance.

ED LEVEL FOR LWBS

https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/Emergency%20-%20Charge%20Process%20-%20April%202016%20Update.pdf
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2 0 2 2
c o mpr eh en s i v e

COVID-19 Guide

Updat ed 1/ 12 / 22

Click  
anywhere 

on t h is 
page t o be 
t aken t o 
t he  fu l l  
online 

docum ent .

https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/2022%20Comprehensive%20Covid-19%20Guide.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/2022%20Comprehensive%20Covid-19%20Guide.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/2022%20Comprehensive%20Covid-19%20Guide.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/2022%20Comprehensive%20Covid-19%20Guide.pdf
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TUESDAY WEBINARS: COMPLYING WITH THE NO SURPRISES ACT

PARA exper t s are 
providing a f ree 
webinar  each Tuesday 
designed t o help hospit als 
underst and and com ply w it h 
t he requirem ent s under  t he 
No Surpr ises Act .

t ime  is 
r unning out .

Every Tuesday 

11:30 am  PST

Sign Up By Click ing HERE, 

Or  Scan The QR Code 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2597892409783975693
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Did you miss t he ver y impor tant  "No Sur pr ises aCt " 
Webinar s and  Q&A's?  If you did you still have a chance to 

participate in the live versions (see previous page for links). And if 
you can't participate live, here are the links for the NSA Tool 

Demo Video , Webinars, Q&A sheets, and the Specific NSA 
Forms.

Our PARAREV team is always available to help. 
Please reach out on our website.

DEMO

- NSA No Surprises Act Tool Demonstration Video

WEBINARS

- NSA No Surprises Act Update Webinar- 12/21/21
- NSA No Surprises Act Update Webinar- 12/28/21
- NSA No Surprises Act Update Webinar- 1/04/22
- NSA No Surprises Act Update Webinar- 1/11/22

Q & A

- NSA No Surprises Act Update Q & A? 12/21/21
- NSA No Surprises Act Update Q & A? 12/28/21
- NSA No Surprises Act Update Q & A? 1/11/22
- PARA - NSA Update Q&A 1.18.22.pdf (para-hcfs.com)
- PARA - NSA Q&A 2022.2.1.pdf (para-hcfs.com)

FORMS

- PARA - NSA Template for Convening Facility or Provider Good Faith Estimate - updated 12.28.21
- PARA - NSA Template for Right to Receive a Good Faith Estimate of Expected Charges - updated 

12.28.21
- PARA - NSA Template for Disclosure Notice - updated 12.28.21

LOGINS

- If you already have a PDE login ? you have access to the NSA Tool by logging into the PDE 
and clicking on the PTT/NSA Tab and NSA Link Tab

- Please make sure we have an updated email address for you ? Fill out this FORM to confirm 
your email and to be added/updated onto the Distribution List.

DID YOU MISS IT?  NO SURPRISES ACT WEBINARS?  CATCH UP HERE!

https://www.para-hcfs.com/videos/NSA%20demonstration%20video-20220111_191544-Meeting%20Recording%20(1)
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https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Right%20to%20Receive%20a%20Good%20Faith%20Estimate%20of%20Expected%20Charges%20updated%2012.28.21.pdf
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https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Right%20to%20Receive%20a%20Good%20Faith%20Estimate%20of%20Expected%20Charges%20updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Right%20to%20Receive%20a%20Good%20Faith%20Estimate%20of%20Expected%20Charges%20updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Right%20to%20Receive%20a%20Good%20Faith%20Estimate%20of%20Expected%20Charges%20updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Right%20to%20Receive%20a%20Good%20Faith%20Estimate%20of%20Expected%20Charges%20updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Right%20to%20Receive%20a%20Good%20Faith%20Estimate%20of%20Expected%20Charges%20updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Right%20to%20Receive%20a%20Good%20Faith%20Estimate%20of%20Expected%20Charges%20updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Right%20to%20Receive%20a%20Good%20Faith%20Estimate%20of%20Expected%20Charges%20updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Right%20to%20Receive%20a%20Good%20Faith%20Estimate%20of%20Expected%20Charges%20updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Right%20to%20Receive%20a%20Good%20Faith%20Estimate%20of%20Expected%20Charges%20updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Disclosure%20Notice_updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Disclosure%20Notice_updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Disclosure%20Notice_updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Disclosure%20Notice_updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Disclosure%20Notice_updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Disclosure%20Notice_updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Disclosure%20Notice_updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Disclosure%20Notice_updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Disclosure%20Notice_updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://apps.para-hcfs.com/para/Documents/PARA%20-%20NSA%20Template%20for%20Disclosure%20Notice_updated%2012.28.21.pdf
https://forms.office.com/r/QFXYVa12XA
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The No Surprises Act (NSA) is a set of laws within the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2021, which offers certain protections for patients 
against ?surprise? medical bills. The law prohibits facilit ies and other 
providers from ?balance billing? patients in certain situations, and the 

regulations require facilit ies to offer uninsured (or self-pay) patients a ?Good Faith Estimate? of 
charges in advance of services.In addition, facilit ies and certain providers are required to provide 
patients with a standard Disclosure notice which informs the patient about these protections 
under state and federal law.

State agencies are partially responsible for enforcement of provider compliance with the NSA 
rules.Since the regulations became effective on 1/1/2022, CMS surveyed states to determine the 
state?s authority and intention to enforce new provisions of the NSA. CMS has published 
state-specific letters which provide details on NSA enforcement at the state level and how the 
federal dispute resolution processes compare with existing state processes.The state-specific letter 
can be found on the CMS website at the link below:

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (CAA) |  CMS

Information in the state letters may be useful in preparing the NSA Disclosure notice, particularly 
as it pertains to state enforcement authorities.Providers are encouraged to check back frequently if 
your state is not yet listed ? state letters will continue to be added as the information is gathered 
by CMS.

STATE-LEVEL ENFORCEMENT OF NO SURPRISES ACT

https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/Other-Insurance-Protections/CAA
https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/Other-Insurance-Protections/CAA
https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/Other-Insurance-Protections/CAA
https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/Other-Insurance-Protections/CAA
https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/Other-Insurance-Protections/CAA
https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/Other-Insurance-Protections/CAA
https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/Other-Insurance-Protections/CAA
https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Programs-and-Initiatives/Other-Insurance-Protections/CAA
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The Washington State Department of Health paid a surprise accreditation survey visit to the 
hospital operated by East Adams Rural Healthcare on January 4, 2022.As part of their survey, the 
auditors asked to see the hospital?s disclosure of patient rights (?Your Rights and Protections 
Against Surprise Medical Bills?), which is a new requirement effective January 1, 2022 under 
Medicare regulations.

East Adams was prepared for that request, and had the NSA disclosure notice process printed 
and staff trained to provide it to patients at registration.According to Kelly Wiggins, Interim 
Revenue Cycle Director at East Adams, ?The resources PARAREV provided boosted us along to 
ensure that we were ready on January 1 for the new requirement.? 

PARAREV offers its clients a suite of services including price transparency, No Surprises Act (NSA) 
compliance, pricing, billing, coding, chargemaster reviews, and general consulting services.

STATE ACCREDITATION SURVEYORS ASK FOR NSA DISCLOSURE NOTICES
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UPDATED MEDICARE PAYMENT SYSTEMS

https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/html/medicare-payment-systems.html#Hospice
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/html/medicare-payment-systems.html#Hospice
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FAQ: GOOD FAITH ESTIMATES IMPLEMENTATION

CMS has publ ished a compr ehensive  f r equent ly asked 
quest ions document  cover ing t he  impl ementat ion of  good 

fait h   est imat es  f or   unisur ed and sel f - pay pat ient s.

cl ick on t he image bel ow t o v iew t he ent ir e, 
inf or mat ive document .

https://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Regulations-and-Guidance/Downloads/Guidance-Good-Faith-Estimates-FAQ.pdf
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Most Part A and B Medicare Administrative Contractors 
offer  ?Ask the Contractor?  (ATC) teleconferences to provide 
hospitals and other providers an opportunity 
to ask questions about Medicare policies and procedures. 

Some MACs permit providers to submit questions to their 
Medicare Administrative Contractor in advance.

Each MAC may hold separate ATC teleconferences for Part A, 
Part B, and DME suppliers; furthermore, each MAC mayfocus 
on certain topics during each ATC webinar.Not all MACs follow the same format.

Here are dat es and l inks for  upcom ing ATC conferences for  Par t  A MACs:

WPS Jur isdict ion 5

- Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska
- Next ATC 1/25/2022
- Topic:Outpatient Rehabilitation Updates

http://wpsghalearningcenter.com/confirm-course?courseid=AM2awu6Lzvg1

NGS Jur isdict ion 6 and K

- J6: Illinois, Minnesota, and Wisconsin;
- JK: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, and 

Vermont
- Last meeting held 12/16/2021

https://www.ngsmedicare.com/web/ngs/-/
af_ask-the-contractor-teleconference_091421?lob=93617&state=97206&region=93624

- 2022 ATC conferences have not yet been announced

WPS - Jur isdict ion 8

- Indiana and Michigan
- Past ATC conference recordings are available, but 2022 session schedule not yet 

announced

WPS J8 Part A Training Guides and Resources

Nor idian Jur isdict ion E - Medicare Par t  A

- California, Hawaii, Nevada, American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands
- Next ATC March 23, 2022

https://med.noridianmedicare.com/web/jea/education/act

UPCOMING "ASK THE CONTRACTOR" TELECONFERENCES Q1, 2022

http://wpsghalearningcenter.com/confirm-course?courseid=AM2awu6Lzvg1
https://www.ngsmedicare.com/web/ngs/-/af_ask-the-contractor-teleconference_091421?lob=93617&state=97206&region=93624
https://www.ngsmedicare.com/web/ngs/-/af_ask-the-contractor-teleconference_091421?lob=93617&state=97206&region=93624
https://www.wpsgha.com/wps/portal/mac/site/training/guides-and-resources/guides-and-resources/!ut/p/z1/tZRBb8IgFMe_ih48EqBgpcfOuKmz2ZJtarksLaWVxdLaom779EPjZYm2W4xcCI_3_g9--QPkcAm5jnYqi4wqdLS265C778_jsTvGDM2enAAhP7ifkxGb3U0CCueQQ14KlcAwdZhDJY0BdlMP0BQLwPp9D8iIyQQTgpGLD9lCm9KsYLgv644otJHadKTO1qpe9ZApSiWAsDFZ2VUVKa101kPZViWyBpFOQCXrYlsJWZ-PwkXbmbndRheGjxrrpwPaP9Y3yE_bEixUpwqGQWbJRWYFlE4LuDx7lwtRGKqPzYb7FuYB4KeBy9vR5A33IeiBnBIaiIaW6OAyEQIXOyX38E0XVW5N9_JPT43bOozolR1a5PEN5aeDxwb5PkNOTJHVE1gC6iEJvJgkgCKBYockLpat8oMr5Zv8fnwv5_1eyqo-_DHqWyZ_d_SqyGUP_aot85yRLwV4yIw3AeF0t9-_pvkwZqfpi6wzv9v9AXKd4oY!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.wpsgha.com/wps/portal/mac/site/training/guides-and-resources/guides-and-resources/!ut/p/z1/tZRBb8IgFMe_ih48EqBgpcfOuKmz2ZJtarksLaWVxdLaom779EPjZYm2W4xcCI_3_g9--QPkcAm5jnYqi4wqdLS265C778_jsTvGDM2enAAhP7ifkxGb3U0CCueQQ14KlcAwdZhDJY0BdlMP0BQLwPp9D8iIyQQTgpGLD9lCm9KsYLgv644otJHadKTO1qpe9ZApSiWAsDFZ2VUVKa101kPZViWyBpFOQCXrYlsJWZ-PwkXbmbndRheGjxrrpwPaP9Y3yE_bEixUpwqGQWbJRWYFlE4LuDx7lwtRGKqPzYb7FuYB4KeBy9vR5A33IeiBnBIaiIaW6OAyEQIXOyX38E0XVW5N9_JPT43bOozolR1a5PEN5aeDxwb5PkNOTJHVE1gC6iEJvJgkgCKBYockLpat8oMr5Zv8fnwv5_1eyqo-_DHqWyZ_d_SqyGUP_aot85yRLwV4yIw3AeF0t9-_pvkwZqfpi6wzv9v9AXKd4oY!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.wpsgha.com/wps/portal/mac/site/training/guides-and-resources/guides-and-resources/!ut/p/z1/tZRBb8IgFMe_ih48EqBgpcfOuKmz2ZJtarksLaWVxdLaom779EPjZYm2W4xcCI_3_g9--QPkcAm5jnYqi4wqdLS265C778_jsTvGDM2enAAhP7ifkxGb3U0CCueQQ14KlcAwdZhDJY0BdlMP0BQLwPp9D8iIyQQTgpGLD9lCm9KsYLgv644otJHadKTO1qpe9ZApSiWAsDFZ2VUVKa101kPZViWyBpFOQCXrYlsJWZ-PwkXbmbndRheGjxrrpwPaP9Y3yE_bEixUpwqGQWbJRWYFlE4LuDx7lwtRGKqPzYb7FuYB4KeBy9vR5A33IeiBnBIaiIaW6OAyEQIXOyX38E0XVW5N9_JPT43bOozolR1a5PEN5aeDxwb5PkNOTJHVE1gC6iEJvJgkgCKBYockLpat8oMr5Zv8fnwv5_1eyqo-_DHqWyZ_d_SqyGUP_aot85yRLwV4yIw3AeF0t9-_pvkwZqfpi6wzv9v9AXKd4oY!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.wpsgha.com/wps/portal/mac/site/training/guides-and-resources/guides-and-resources/!ut/p/z1/tZRBb8IgFMe_ih48EqBgpcfOuKmz2ZJtarksLaWVxdLaom779EPjZYm2W4xcCI_3_g9--QPkcAm5jnYqi4wqdLS265C778_jsTvGDM2enAAhP7ifkxGb3U0CCueQQ14KlcAwdZhDJY0BdlMP0BQLwPp9D8iIyQQTgpGLD9lCm9KsYLgv644otJHadKTO1qpe9ZApSiWAsDFZ2VUVKa101kPZViWyBpFOQCXrYlsJWZ-PwkXbmbndRheGjxrrpwPaP9Y3yE_bEixUpwqGQWbJRWYFlE4LuDx7lwtRGKqPzYb7FuYB4KeBy9vR5A33IeiBnBIaiIaW6OAyEQIXOyX38E0XVW5N9_JPT43bOozolR1a5PEN5aeDxwb5PkNOTJHVE1gC6iEJvJgkgCKBYockLpat8oMr5Zv8fnwv5_1eyqo-_DHqWyZ_d_SqyGUP_aot85yRLwV4yIw3AeF0t9-_pvkwZqfpi6wzv9v9AXKd4oY!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.wpsgha.com/wps/portal/mac/site/training/guides-and-resources/guides-and-resources/!ut/p/z1/tZRBb8IgFMe_ih48EqBgpcfOuKmz2ZJtarksLaWVxdLaom779EPjZYm2W4xcCI_3_g9--QPkcAm5jnYqi4wqdLS265C778_jsTvGDM2enAAhP7ifkxGb3U0CCueQQ14KlcAwdZhDJY0BdlMP0BQLwPp9D8iIyQQTgpGLD9lCm9KsYLgv644otJHadKTO1qpe9ZApSiWAsDFZ2VUVKa101kPZViWyBpFOQCXrYlsJWZ-PwkXbmbndRheGjxrrpwPaP9Y3yE_bEixUpwqGQWbJRWYFlE4LuDx7lwtRGKqPzYb7FuYB4KeBy9vR5A33IeiBnBIaiIaW6OAyEQIXOyX38E0XVW5N9_JPT43bOozolR1a5PEN5aeDxwb5PkNOTJHVE1gC6iEJvJgkgCKBYockLpat8oMr5Zv8fnwv5_1eyqo-_DHqWyZ_d_SqyGUP_aot85yRLwV4yIw3AeF0t9-_pvkwZqfpi6wzv9v9AXKd4oY!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.wpsgha.com/wps/portal/mac/site/training/guides-and-resources/guides-and-resources/!ut/p/z1/tZRBb8IgFMe_ih48EqBgpcfOuKmz2ZJtarksLaWVxdLaom779EPjZYm2W4xcCI_3_g9--QPkcAm5jnYqi4wqdLS265C778_jsTvGDM2enAAhP7ifkxGb3U0CCueQQ14KlcAwdZhDJY0BdlMP0BQLwPp9D8iIyQQTgpGLD9lCm9KsYLgv644otJHadKTO1qpe9ZApSiWAsDFZ2VUVKa101kPZViWyBpFOQCXrYlsJWZ-PwkXbmbndRheGjxrrpwPaP9Y3yE_bEixUpwqGQWbJRWYFlE4LuDx7lwtRGKqPzYb7FuYB4KeBy9vR5A33IeiBnBIaiIaW6OAyEQIXOyX38E0XVW5N9_JPT43bOozolR1a5PEN5aeDxwb5PkNOTJHVE1gC6iEJvJgkgCKBYockLpat8oMr5Zv8fnwv5_1eyqo-_DHqWyZ_d_SqyGUP_aot85yRLwV4yIw3AeF0t9-_pvkwZqfpi6wzv9v9AXKd4oY!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.wpsgha.com/wps/portal/mac/site/training/guides-and-resources/guides-and-resources/!ut/p/z1/tZRBb8IgFMe_ih48EqBgpcfOuKmz2ZJtarksLaWVxdLaom779EPjZYm2W4xcCI_3_g9--QPkcAm5jnYqi4wqdLS265C778_jsTvGDM2enAAhP7ifkxGb3U0CCueQQ14KlcAwdZhDJY0BdlMP0BQLwPp9D8iIyQQTgpGLD9lCm9KsYLgv644otJHadKTO1qpe9ZApSiWAsDFZ2VUVKa101kPZViWyBpFOQCXrYlsJWZ-PwkXbmbndRheGjxrrpwPaP9Y3yE_bEixUpwqGQWbJRWYFlE4LuDx7lwtRGKqPzYb7FuYB4KeBy9vR5A33IeiBnBIaiIaW6OAyEQIXOyX38E0XVW5N9_JPT43bOozolR1a5PEN5aeDxwb5PkNOTJHVE1gC6iEJvJgkgCKBYockLpat8oMr5Zv8fnwv5_1eyqo-_DHqWyZ_d_SqyGUP_aot85yRLwV4yIw3AeF0t9-_pvkwZqfpi6wzv9v9AXKd4oY!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.wpsgha.com/wps/portal/mac/site/training/guides-and-resources/guides-and-resources/!ut/p/z1/tZRBb8IgFMe_ih48EqBgpcfOuKmz2ZJtarksLaWVxdLaom779EPjZYm2W4xcCI_3_g9--QPkcAm5jnYqi4wqdLS265C778_jsTvGDM2enAAhP7ifkxGb3U0CCueQQ14KlcAwdZhDJY0BdlMP0BQLwPp9D8iIyQQTgpGLD9lCm9KsYLgv644otJHadKTO1qpe9ZApSiWAsDFZ2VUVKa101kPZViWyBpFOQCXrYlsJWZ-PwkXbmbndRheGjxrrpwPaP9Y3yE_bEixUpwqGQWbJRWYFlE4LuDx7lwtRGKqPzYb7FuYB4KeBy9vR5A33IeiBnBIaiIaW6OAyEQIXOyX38E0XVW5N9_JPT43bOozolR1a5PEN5aeDxwb5PkNOTJHVE1gC6iEJvJgkgCKBYockLpat8oMr5Zv8fnwv5_1eyqo-_DHqWyZ_d_SqyGUP_aot85yRLwV4yIw3AeF0t9-_pvkwZqfpi6wzv9v9AXKd4oY!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://med.noridianmedicare.com/web/jea/education/act
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Nor idian Jur isdict ion F

- Alaska, Arizona, Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, 
and Wyoming

- Next ATC March 23, 2022

https://med.noridianmedicare.com/web/jfa/education/act

Novit as Jur isdict ion H

- Arkansas, Colorado, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Indian Health & 
Veteran Affairs

- Next ATC scheduled for February 23, 2022
- Topics will include Novitas Initiatives, Acute Hospital Provider Liable Billing, and Acute 

Hospital Outpatient Billing

https://www.novitas-solutions.com/webcenter/portal/MedicareJH/pagebyid?contentId=00008196

Palm et t o - Jur isdict ion J

- Alabama, Georgia, and Tennessee
- January 12, 2022; April 13, 2022

https://palmettogba.com/palmetto/ jja.nsf/DID/AU9QTU8307

Novit as Jur isdicat ion L

- Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylvania
- Next ATC February 23, 2022
- Topics will include Novitas Initiatives, Acute Hospital Provider Liable Billing, and Acute 

Hospital Outpatient Billing

https://www.novitas-solutions.com/webcenter/portal/MedicareJH/pagebyid?contentId=00008196

Palm et t o - Jur isdict ion M

- North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia
- Next ATC January 12, 2022; April 13, 2022

https://palmettogba.com/palmetto/ jma.nsf/DID/89BJAR3017

First  Coast  Service Opt ions - Jur isdict ion N

- Search for ?Ask the Contractor? found no results

https://medicare.fcso.com/FAQs/0453634.asp

UPCOMING "ASK THE CONTRACTOR" TELECONFERENCES Q1, 2022

https://med.noridianmedicare.com/web/jfa/education/act
https://www.novitas-solutions.com/webcenter/portal/MedicareJH/pagebyid?contentId=00008196
https://palmettogba.com/palmetto/jja.nsf/DID/AU9QTU8307
https://www.novitas-solutions.com/webcenter/portal/MedicareJH/pagebyid?contentId=00008196
https://palmettogba.com/palmetto/jma.nsf/DID/89BJAR3017
https://medicare.fcso.com/FAQs/0453634.asp
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Heal t h and Human Ser v ices  (HHS)  Of f ice of  t he Inspect or  Gener al  (OIG) 
announced t hey wil l  conduct  a nat ionwide audit  t o r ev iew how 
pr ov ider s  cal cul at ed out - of - net wor k bil l s  f or  pat ient s  admit t ed  f or  
Cov id- 19  t r eat ment .

The Provider Relief Fund (PRF), distributed through HHS and the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) provides funding to health care providers for expenses and lost 
reimbursement because of COVID-19. As a condition for receiving the payments, a provider 
cannot collect more from an out-of-network patient treated for COVID-19 than the patient would 
have owed if the care was provided in-network.In their audit, the OIG will review the 
documentation on presumptive or actual COVID-19 positive patients to ensure providers who 
received PRF funds complied with the requirements of the program and did not incorrectly 
balance bill the patient.

https://oig.hhs.gov/reports-and-publications/workplan/summary/wp-summary-0000647.asp

OIG WILL AUDIT COVID-19 OUT OF NETWORK BILLING

https://oig.hhs.gov/reports-and-publications/workplan/summary/wp-summary-0000647.asp
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unpacking t he "no sur pr ises act ".

The No Surprises Act (NSA) is a 
federal law which went into 
effect on January 1, 2022. The law 
bans surprise medical bills for 
emergency services and elective care 
when the patient does not have a choice 
of ancillary service providers in an 
in-network facility.

The Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) has realized that not all 
aspects of the NSA will be able to be implemented 
by providers and facilit ies by January 1, 2022, so they 
have elected to exercise ?enforcement discretion? on portions 
of the act in 2022. To be in compliance in 2022, healthcare providers and health care facilit ies 
must be prepared to:

1. Publicize and disseminate a ?Disclosure Notice? which informs beneficiaries of group      
health plans of their rights under the No Surprises Act; and

2. Publicize and disseminate a ?Right to Receive a Good Faith Estimate? to uninsured or      
self-pay patients; and

3. Provide uninsured or self-pay patients with a good faith estimate (within a $400      
threshold) of services that will be billed by the ?convening? provider or facility.

4. Present a Notice and Consent form, with an estimate of charges, to a beneficiary of a 
group health plan who chooses to receive services from an out-of-network facility or 
provider and submit a claim to the health plan.

2022 REQUIREMENTS -- UPDATED
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DISCLOSURE NOTICE

As of January 1, 2022, the disclosure notice must be prominently displayed on websites, in public 
areas of an office or facility, and on a one-page (double-sided) notice provided in-person or 
through mail or e-mail, as chosen by the patient. The disclosure notice must be provided to all 
commercially insured patients after January 1, 2022, or before that date if the elective service will 
be provided after January 1, 2022. The notice must be provided before requesting a payment 
from the insured or before a claim is submitted on behalf insured.
eCFR :: 45 CFR Part 149 ?  Surprise Billing and Transparency Requirements
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In states where there are state laws that protect patients against surprise billing, providers and 
facilit ies can use a state disclosure notice if it meets or exceeds the federal guidelines. If a 
provider or facility drafts their own disclosure notice it must include these three points:

1. Restrictions on providers and facilit ies regarding balance billing in certain      
circumstances

2. Any applicable state laws protecting against balance billing
3. Contact information for appropriate state and federal agencies if the individual      believes 

their rights have been violated

RIGHT TO RECEIVE A GOOD FAITH ESTIMATE NOTICE

All uninsured or self-pay individuals must be made aware, both orally and in writing, of their 
right to receive a good faith estimate for any services that will be rendered beginning January 1, 
2022. The form must be prominently displayed on websites, in offices, and where scheduling or 
questions about the cost of health care may occur.

2022 REQUIREMENTS -- UPDATED
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GOOD FAITH ESTIMATES TO UNINSURED/SELF PAY

When discussing the good faith estimate it is important to know a few terms:

- A healt h care provider  (provider ) is defined as a physician or other health care provider 
who is acting within the scope of practice of that provider?s license or certification under 
applicable State law.

- A healt h care facil i t y (facil i t y) is defined as a hospital or hospital outpatient department, 
critical access hospital, ambulatory surgical center, rural health center, federally qualified 
health center, laboratory, or imaging center that is licensed as an institution pursuant      
to State laws or is approved by the agency of such State or locality responsible for 
licensing such institution as meeting the standards established for such licensing.

- The convening provider  or  facil i t y is the one who receives the initial request for a good 
faith estimate from an uninsured or self-pay individual and who is or, in the case of a 
request, would be responsible for scheduling the primary item or service.

- A co-provider  or  co-facil i t y furnishes items or services that are customarily provided in 
conjunction with the convening provider.

An uninsured patient is an individual who does not have benefits for an item or service under a 
group health plan; whereas a self-pay patient is an individual who has benefits under a group 
health plan but chooses not to have a claim submitted to their plan. The good faith estimate 
presented to an uninsured or self-pay patient must include services reasonably expected to be 
provided by the convening provider or facility.

At  t h is t im e, est im at es for  services provided by co-providers and co-facil i t ies do not  have 
t o be provided by t he convening provider  or  facil i t y.

The following list was provided in the interim final rule published in the Code of Federal 
Regulations. CMS followed up with a Fact Sheet that clarifies HHS will not be enforcing the 
requirement of including services provided by co-providers or co-facilit ies.

A good faith estimate must include:

- Patient name and date of birth
- Description of the primary item or service
- Itemized list of items or services reasonably expected to be furnished

- Items or services reasonably expected to be furnished by the convening provider       
or convening facility for the period of care; and

- Items or services reasonably expected to be furnished by co-providers or 
co-facilit ies

2022 REQUIREMENTS -- UPDATED
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- Applicable diagnosis codes, expected service codes, and expected charges associated      
with each listed item or service

- Name, National Provider Identifier, and Tax Identification Number of each provider or 
facility represented in the good faith estimate, and the State(s) and office or facility 
location(s) where the items or services are expected to be furnished by such provider or 
facility

- List of items or services that the convening provider or convening facility anticipates will 
require separate scheduling

eCFR :: 45 CFR Part 149 ?  Surprise Billing and Transparency Requirements
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Requirements Related to Surprise Billing; Part II Interim Final Rule with Comment Period |  CMS

The Good Faith Estimate process that requires facilit ies and providers to transmit estimates to 
health plans, is still on hold.

NOTICE AND CONSENT

The Notice and Consent is being enforced for those rare instances when the patient has a choice 
of providers and chooses to receive services from an out-of-network facility or provider. 
Situations when a patient does not have a choice of providers and cannot be requested to sign a 
consent waiving their balance billing protections in an in-network facility are:

- When receiving services that are considered ancillary services:
- Items and services related to emergency medicine, anesthesiology, pathology,       

radiology, and neonatology
- Items and services provided by assistant surgeons, hospitalists, and intensivists
- Diagnostic services, including radiology and laboratory services
- Items and services provided by a nonparticipating provider if there is no       

participating provider who can furnish such item or service at such facility

Balance billing is prohibited in all emergency situations, even those that arise during a service 
that is being provided under a written consent. Any charges related to that emergency cannot be 
balance billed until the patient is deemed stable, as defined in the NSA ? able to transport to 
another facility by non-medical transportation. 

In the event the patient requires a higher level of care that requires transport, the EMTALA 
guidelines take precedence. A patient admitted to an out-of-network facility from an emergency 
department who is then considered stable, must be presented with a notice and consent if they 
choose to continue treatment in the out-of- network facility. If the consent is signed, the 
out-of-network facility can balance bill for 
charges incurred after the provider 
documents that patient is stable, as 
defined in the NSA ? able to transport to 
another facility by non-medical 
transportation. Ancillary services cannot 
balance bill even after the patient is 
considered stable.

2022 REQUIREMENTS -- UPDATED
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eCFR :: 45 CFR Part 149 Subpart E ?  Health Care Provider, Health Care Facility, and 
AirAmbulance Service Provider Requirements

 

The Notice and Consent form, with an estimate of all charges, must be presented to the patient 
for a signature.

- This form must be available in the 15 most common languages in the geographical      
area. If the individual?s preferred language is not among those 15, a qualified interpreter 
must be made available to assist the patient with understanding their rights.

- The form must be provided at least 72 hours prior to scheduled services, when they are 
scheduled at least 72 hours out. When services are scheduled and  performed on the 
same day, the document is required to be presented at least 3 hours before the services 
are rendered.

- The patient must be provided with a signed copy and a signed copy must be maintained in 
the medical record in the same manner as all other required documented.

2022 REQUIREMENTS -- UPDATED
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NEW CMS PUBLICATION ON RURAL HEALTH CLINICS

CMS has published a new book let  det ail ing new changes for  2022 for  Rural  Healt h Clin ics. 
You can download t he book let  here by cl ick ing anywhere on t he graphic.

https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/RuralHlthClinfctsht.pdf
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Sect ion  125  of  t he Consol idat ed Appr opr iat ions 
Act  of  2021  (CAA)  cr eat ed t he  Rur al   Emer gency 
Hospital  (REH)  model   as  a new Medicar e pr ov ider  
t ype. 
This new provider type will be eligible for enhanced Medicare fee-for-service rates at 5% above 
OPPS rates, plus an ?Additional Facility Payment? (AFP) designed to bolster the financial viability 
of providing emergency care in rural areas.The designation is effective as of January 1, 2023.

Current Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) and rural Prospective Payment System (PPS) hospitals 
with fewer than 50 beds may convert to REH status to furnish certain outpatient hospital 
services in rural areas, including emergency department and observation services, but an REH 
may not offer acute care inpatient services. An REH may offer non-emergency outpatient 
services and subacute skilled nursing care, however.

New requirements for ?Rural Emergency Hospitals? are among the priorities discussed in the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Regulatory Plan for Fiscal Year 2022.A link and 
an excerpt are provided below:

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/ jsp/eAgenda/StaticContent/202110/Statement_0900_HHS.pdf

The Department also plans to issue a proposed rule on Requirements for Rural Emergency 
Hospitals. This rule would establish health and safety requirements as Conditions of 
Participation (CoPs) for Rural Emergency Hospitals (REHs) participating in Medicare or 
Medicaid, in accordance with Section 125 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, and 
will establish payment policies and payment rates for REHs. This rule will aim to address 
barriers to health care, unmet social needs, and other health challenges and risks faced by 
rural communities.

Excerpts from the Consolidated Appropriations Act are provided below:

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr133/BILLS-116hr133enr.pdf? Beginning on page 1779

?(2) RURAL EMERGENCY HOSPITAL.? The term ?rural emergency hospital? means a facility 
described in paragraph (3) that?

(A) is enrolled under section 1866(j), submits the additional information described in paragraph 
(4)(A) for purposes of such enrollment, and makes the detailed transition plan described in 
clause (i) of such paragraph available to the public, in a form and manner determined 
appropriate by the Secretary;(B) does not provide any acute care inpatient services, other than 
those described in paragraph (6)(A);

MEDICARE TO PRIORITIZE RURAL EMERGENCY HOSPITAL RULES

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/jsp/eAgenda/StaticContent/202110/Statement_0900_HHS.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr133/BILLS-116hr133enr.pdf
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?

(6) DISCRETIONARY AUTHORITY.? A rural emergency hospital may?

(A) include a unit of the facility that is a distinct part licensed as a skilled nursing facility to 
furnish post-hospital extended care services; and

(B) be considered a hospital with less than 50 beds for purposes of the exception to the 
payment limit for rural health clinics under section 1833(f).

Interested readers may wish to review a summary of the new provider type prepared by the 
National Rural Health Association at the following link:

https://www.ruralhealth.us/NRHA/media/Emerge_NRHA/Advocacy/
Government%20affairs/2021/04-15-21-NRHA-Rural-Emergency-Hospital-overview.pdf

MEDICARE TO PRIORITIZE RURAL EMERGENCY HOSPITAL RULES
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DEBT LIMIT BILL BRINGS RELIEF FOR MEDICARE PROVIDERS

The United States Congress passed a bill on December 9, 
2021 which enables the Senate to use special 
expedited procedures to increase the debt limit.

Additional provisions of the bill make changes to 
several important issues for Medicare providers. 
The text of the bill is available at the link below:

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/610/actions

 

The new law enacts the following changes for Medicare providers:

- Ext ends t he m orat or ium  of  t he usual 2% sequest rat ion discount  applied 
to Medicare payments until March 31, 2022, and reduces the discount on 
Medicare payments from 2% to 1% for three months, until June 30, 2022

- Ext ends a Medicare Physician Fee Schedule paym ent  increase through 
calendar 2022;

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/610/actions
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/610/actions
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- St ops fur t her  reduct ions t o t he Clin ical Lab Fee Schedule in 2022 through 2025;

- Avoids a 15% Cut  t o CLFS paym ent  rat es for  m any com m on lab t est s which was to 
become effective 1/1/2022, as part of the phase-in of rates developed from data collected 
in 2016

- Delays t he Pr ivat e Payer  lab rat e repor t ing deadline for the January-June 2019 period 
another year to be due the first quarter of 2023;

- Delays t he im plem ent at ion of  Medicare?s Radiat ion Oncology Model until 2023

Salient excerpts of the changes to Medicare laws and regulations pertaining are provided on the 
following pages.New language is provided in highlighted italics.

Sequest rat ion?changes to 2 USC 901a Enforcement of budget goal:

(6) Implementing direct spending reductions

?

(B) On the dates OMB issues its sequestration preview reports for each of fiscal years 2022 
through 2030, pursuant to section 904(c) of this tit le, the President shall order a 
sequestration, effective upon issuance such that-

(C) Notwithstanding the 2 percent limit specified in subparagraph (A) for payments for the 
Medicare programs specified in section 256(d), the sequestration order of the President under such 
subparagraph for fiscal year 2022 shall be applied to such payments so that with respect to the 
period beginning on April 1, 2022, and ending on June 30, 2022, the payment reduction shall be 1.0 
percent.

?(D) Notwithstanding the 2 percent limit specified in subparagraph (A) for payments for the 
Medicare programs specified in section 256(d), the sequestration order of the President under such 
subparagraph for fiscal year 2030 shall be applied to such payments so that?

?(i) with respect to the first 6 months in which such order is effective for such fiscal year, the 
payment reduction shall be 2.25 percent; and?(ii) with respect to the second 6 months in which 
such order is so effective for such fiscal year, the payment reduction shall be 3 percent.

The Medicare Physician Fee Schedule- (Changes to TITLE 42 / CHAPTER 7 / SUBCHAPTER XVIII /  
Part B / § 1395w-4)

(t) Supporting physicians and other professionals in adjusting to Medicare payment changes 
during 2021 2021 or 2022

DEBT LIMIT BILL BRINGS RELIEF FOR MEDICARE PROVIDERS
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(1) In general

In order to support physicians and other professionals in adjusting to changes in payment for 
physicians' services during 2021 during 2021 and 2022, the Secretary shall increase fee 
schedules under subsection (b) that establish payment amounts for such services furnished on 
or after January 1, 2021, and before January 1, 2022, by 3.75 percent for

(A) such services furnished on or after January 1, 2021, and before January 1, 2022, by 3.75 
percent; and

(B) such services furnished on or after January 1, 2022, and before January 1, 2023, by 3.0 
percent.

Clin ical Lab Fee Schedule? changes to TITLE 42 / CHAPTER 7 / SUBCHAPTER XVIII /  Part B / § 
1395m-1 revising the phase-in of reductions that would have reduced CLFS rates on many codes by 
as much as 15% in 2022:

- (b) Payment rates for clinical diagnostic laboratory tests
- ?

(3) Phase-in of reductions from private payer rate implementation

(A) In general

Payment amounts determined under this subsection for a clinical diagnostic laboratory test 
for each of 2017 through  2024 through 2025 shall not result in a reduction in payments for a 
clinical diagnostic laboratory test for the year of greater than the applicable percent (as 
defined in subparagraph (B)) of the amount of payment for the test for the preceding year.

(B) Applicable percent defined

In this paragraph, the term "applicable percent" means-

(i) for each of 2017 through 2020, 10 percent;

(ii) for2021 for each of 2021 and 2022, 0 percent; and

(iii) for each of 2022 through 2024 2023 through 2025, 15 percent.

DEBT LIMIT BILL BRINGS RELIEF FOR MEDICARE PROVIDERS
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Lab PAMA repor t ing-(Changes to 42USC 1395m-1(a)(1)(B) Improving policies for clinical diagnostic 
laboratory tests)

(B) Revised repor t ing per iod

·In the case of reporting with respect to clinical diagnostic laboratory tests that are not advanced 
diagnostic laboratory tests, the Secretary shall revise the reporting period under subparagraph (A) 
such that-

(i) no reporting is required during the period beginning January 1, 2020, and ending December 31, 
2021 December 31, 2022;

(ii) reporting is required during the period beginning January 1, 2022 January 31, 2023, and ending 
March 31, 2022 March 31, 2023; and

(iii) reporting is required every three years after the period described in clause (ii).

The Radiat ion Oncology program -(Changes to the December 27, 2020 Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, Public Law 116-26):

SEC. 133. DELAY TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RADIATION ONCOLOGY MODEL UNDER THE 
MEDICARE PROGRAM. Notwithstanding any provision of section 1115A of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1315a), the Secretary of Health and Human Services may not implement the radiation 
oncology model described in the rule entitled ??Medicare Program; Specialty Care Models To 
Improve Quality of Care and Reduce Expenditures?? (85 Fed. Reg. 61114 et seq.), or any 
substantially similar model, pursuant to such section before January 1, 2022 January 1, 2023.

DEBT LIMIT BILL BRINGS RELIEF FOR MEDICARE PROVIDERS
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MLN CONNECTS

PARA invit es you t o check  out  t he m lnconnect s page available f rom  t he Cent ers For  Medicare and 
Medicaid (CMS). It 's chock  fu ll of  news and inform at ion, t rain ing oppor t unit ies, event s and m ore! 
Each week PARA w il l  br ing you t he lat est  news and l inks t o available resources. Click  each l ink  for  
t he PDF!

Thursday, February 3, 2022 

News

- COVID-19: Letter to Health Care Facility Administrators on Health Care Worker Vaccination 
Rule

- COVID-19 Vaccine & Monoclonal Antibody Products: Changes for Medicare Advantage Plan 
Claims Started January 1 ?  Reminder

Com pliance

- Home Health Low Utilization Payment Adjustment Threshold: Bill Correctly

Claim s, Pr icers, & Codes

- SNF Consolidated Billing Codes for CY 2022

Event s

- Provider Compliance Virtual Focus Group ?  February 24

MLN Mat t ers® Ar t icles

- Expedited Review Process for Hospital Inpatients in Original Medicare
- Internet-Only Manual Updates for Critical Care Evaluation and Management Services
- Quarterly Update for Clinical Laboratory Fee Schedule (CLFS) and Laboratory Services 

Subject to Reasonable Charge Payment
- National Coverage Determination (NCD) 270.3 Blood-Derived Products for Chronic, 

Non-Healing Wounds ?  Revised

Publicat ions

- Medicare Preventive Services ?  Revised

https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-educationoutreachffsprovpartprogprovider-partnership-email-archive/2021-12-09-mlnc#_Toc89780915
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There was ONE new  or  revised 
Transmittal  released this week .

To go to the ful l  Transmittal  document simply 
cl ick  on the screen shot or  the l ink .

1
tr a n s mi t t a l s
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TRANSMITTAL R11256OTN

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/r11256otn.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/r11256otn.pdf
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0
med l ea r n s

There was ZERO new  or  revised 
MedLearn released this week .

To go to the ful l  Transmittal  document simply 
cl ick  on the screen shot or  the l ink .
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