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Effective April 1, 2021, three proprietary CPT® codes for Biofire® respiratory panel lab tests will be deleted 

– 0098U, 0099U, and 0100U.  The change was listed in the November 2020 CPT® Panel meeting agenda: 

https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2021-01/cpt-pla-codes-short.pdf 

 

Some have speculated that since COVID-19 was not among the targets tested in these three CPT®’s, 

Biofire® withdrew the codes from active use. 

0202U Deemed Non-Covered -- Meanwhile, hospitals and laboratories across the US have found that 

the 22-target Biofire® respiratory panel HCPCS 0202U is non-covered by most MAC’s through Local 

Coverage Determinations.  This has confounded some purchasers of the test since the national Clinical 

Lab Fee Schedule rate was hefty $416.78. 

In its response to comments received in the course of adopting LCD L37764, WPS offers the following 

rationale to a commenter who attempted to persuade the MAC that multiplex testing for more than 5 

targets should be covered: 

Local Coverage Article for Response to Comments: MolDX: Multiplex Nucleic Acid Amplified Tests for 

Respiratory Viral Panels (DL37764) (cms.gov) 

“The commenter makes a hypothetical argument pointing out that there potentially exists a clinical 

application for a respiratory viral panel in some patients so as to lead to a better outcome. 

However, the commenter does not provide evidence that any particular panel (where a panel is a 

specified group of tests which must be ordered together) or any group of panels has clinical utility 

for a particular population or for beneficiaries with well identified indications. For coverage purposes 

Palmetto GBA must make coverage decisions regarding specific panels or specific selections of 

pathogens for specific indications. As such, while we agree that it is conceivable that there exists 

a patient population who might benefit from a particular group of multiple respiratory viral tests, at 

this point no evidence has been brought to our attention regarding how a clinician is to identify such 

https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2021-01/cpt-pla-codes-short.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/article-details.aspx?articleId=56169&ver=3&ContrId=267&ContrVer=1&CntrctrSelected=267*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=267&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/article-details.aspx?articleId=56169&ver=3&ContrId=267&ContrVer=1&CntrctrSelected=267*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=267&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
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a population for any specific available test. Moreover, the only virus group in the core set of 

pathogens for which treatment is widely (but still not universally) appropriate is influenza. 

For those cases in which more than one causative virus could be related to the observed signs or 

symptoms (either due to overlap of typical symptoms or the presence of atypical symptoms), and 

diagnosis of a specific causative agent is expected to alter treatment in a way that improves the 

outcome, the clinician could order individual viral tests for which a result would be expected to lead 

to clinically actionable information. 

If new evidence develops demonstrating that a particular panel or the use of a particular set of 

respiratory viral tests, which match the components of a panel, leads to enhanced patient outcomes 

we would be willing to reconsider this coverage determination. 

Draft LCD’s and established LCD’s limiting coverage of multiplex testing have been adopted by most 

MACs.  Multiplex PCR respiratory viral panels of 6 or more pathogens are deemed not medically 

necessary and therefore non-covered.  Here are links to a few LCD’s from MAC’s across the country: 

Novitas Proposed Local Coverage Determination for Respiratory Pathogen Panel Testing 

(DL38916) (cms.gov) 

WPS Local Coverage Determination for MolDX: Multiplex Nucleic Acid Amplified Tests for 

Respiratory Viral Panels (L37764) (cms.gov) 

Noridian Local Coverage Determination for MolDX: Multiplex Nucleic Acid Amplified Tests for 

Respiratory Viral Panels (L37315) (cms.gov) 

CGS Local Coverage Determination for MolDX: Multiplex Nucleic Acid Amplified Tests 

for Respiratory Viral Panels (L37348) (cms.gov) 

Palmetto Local Coverage Article for Billing and Coding: MolDX: Multiplex Nucleic Acid 

Amplified Tests for Respiratory Viral Panels (cms.gov) 

First Coast Proposed Local Coverage Determination for Respiratory Pathogen Panel Testing 

(DL38918) (cms.gov) 

 

PARA inquired of CMS whether hospitals which had purchased the 0202U test could report a lower target-

count CPT®, such as 87631, in lieu of 0202U in order to receive some reimbursement for the spent expense 

of the 22-target respiratory panel.  CMS responded by referring the question to local MACs for guidance. 

MACs tend to limit interaction to identified provider representatives within each jurisdiction; therefore, 

PARA recommends that hospitals and laboratories reach out to its regional MAC for this coding guidance. 

A copy of the email from CMS is provided on the following page.  

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=38915&ver=7&articleId=58574&CntrctrSelected=339*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=339&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=38915&ver=7&articleId=58574&CntrctrSelected=339*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=339&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=37764&ver=12&articleId=57579&CntrctrSelected=267*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=267&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=37764&ver=12&articleId=57579&CntrctrSelected=267*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=267&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=37315&ver=11&articleId=57340&CntrctrSelected=359*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=359&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=37315&ver=11&articleId=57340&CntrctrSelected=359*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=359&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=37348&ver=13&articleId=56974&CntrctrSelected=238*2&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=238&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=37348&ver=13&articleId=56974&CntrctrSelected=238*2&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=238&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/article-details.aspx?articleId=56851&ver=28&ContrId=381&ContrVer=1&CntrctrSelected=381*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=381&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/article-details.aspx?articleId=56851&ver=28&ContrId=381&ContrVer=1&CntrctrSelected=381*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=381&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=38917&ver=7&articleId=58576&CntrctrSelected=372*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=372&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=38917&ver=7&articleId=58576&CntrctrSelected=372*1&SearchType=Advanced&CoverageSelection=Local&ArticleType=Ed%7cKey%7cSAD%7cFAQ&PolicyType=Both&s=%26mdash%3b-&Cntrctr=372&ICD=&kq=true&bc=IAAAACAAEAAA&
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